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 Briefing Note on SteelCAL to SALZGITTER AG

Background

European business needs to foster market infrastructure that promotes network commerce. The ability of European firms to compete in a global network economy is crucial to future economic health. 

If we ask: ‘What does the European Steel Construction Industry possess that gives market advantage over other competitors?” The answer is that we have more information and that information implies advanced technique when turned into knowledge by careful presentation.

We need  foster a community that can use the knowledge to efficiently deliver steel-intensive solutions 

This is the thrust of the European Commission’s Information Society theme. There are two key areas for action:

1. Building an ‘information community’  ( a community of ‘customers’ who expect and receive information which simplifies the use of structural steel in design and construction).

2. Production of information for this community which has high utility and attraction.

SteelCAL builds upon the ESDEP work and then incorporates the WIVISS material and moves us towards both objectives.

In particular,  it is to ensure that the teaching material for European tutor, students and professionals re-learning EC3 is to the highest computer assisted learning standards that there are embedded tools which develop a steel-designer electronic community from the bottom up.
Project objectives

The principal goals of  SteelCAL are to raise the profile of steel design among students and to facilitate the re-training of professional engineers  towards the Eurocodes.

This is to be accomplished by providing:

· Very high quality multi-media computer assisted learning material and ensuring the widest possible access to the CAL through the medium offered by the Internet.

· Providing, within the CAL, rich methods of communicating with a wider user community.

In working towards the goal the Project intends to create:

· a virtual steel world enabling students to explore simulated  behaviour, design and  analysis;

· a technical reference providing passive, but comprehensive and authoritative, support in the form of illustrated hyperlinked text;

· an effective means of communication between students and tutors;

· links to third party software for design /analysis;

· a student management system to enable tutors to control the application of the product.

The system will be supported by a set of user manuals.

The system will have the following features:

· integrated assessment and guidance;

· a highly graphical user interface;

· multi-lingual support and courseware;

· capable of remote extension/modification (managed through the ESDEP Society);

· a system which is adaptable by tutors to suit specific needs;

· EC3 based to satisfy the professional training requirements of engineers in practice.

Project Programme

The Project is  managed through a clearly defined programme  with specific  milestones and deliverables.

A  simplified form of the Project Programme is given below: 
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Progress against programme

A ‘snapshot’ of the progress (solid bars) against programme (open bars) is indicated here.
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Financial status

The financial plan for the Project is summarised as follows (all figures in Є)

Participants Code
Total Costs
%EU Contribution

EU Contribution


€


€

Steel Construction Institute
651307
49%
FC
321111

Reed-Elsevier Publishers
108281
50%
FC
54140

University of Nottingham
111499
94%
AC
104334

University of Sheffield
129427
100%
AC
129427

Subtotal 1
1000514
 

609013

CUST, Université Blaise PASCAL
186737
94%
AC
171550

Universita’ degli Studi di Trento
37664
94%
AC
34067

Subtotal 2
224401
 

205617

Lehrstuh für Stahlbau der BTU Cottbus
275156
94%
AC
254579

Staalbouwkundig Genootschap
70621
50%
FC
35140

Subtotal 3
345777
 

289719

Total
1570692
 
 
1104348







Total estimated allowable costs 

1570692
€


EU Contribution to cost of Project

70%



EU Contribution

1104348
€


Total cost of securing Project

35700
€


Less Elsevier Reed Contribution in kind

-54140
€


Estimated contribution required from sponsors

447904
€
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The overall share of funding and  proposed split in industrial contribution is as above: 

Division of intustrial sponsorship
Contribution
Percentage

British Steel  ( including Italian )
140000
31%

Salzgitter AG
89581
20%

Usinor SA (Arbed SA contribution)
89581
20%

Espana
67186
15%

SB Hougens(Arbed SA contribution)
44790
10%

Shortfall to be found
17916
4%

The table of individual contributions is as follows (all figures in Є)

Project Management

The Project is managed by a Project Steering Group

The membership of the Project Steering Group is made up of those who are either Main Contractors to the Project or those who are funding the Project.

The Project Steering Group is constituted as follows:

Partner
Role
Representative

The Steel Construction Institute
Main Contractor
Dr. Graham Owens Mr. John Moran

CUST, Université Blaise PASCAL
Main Contractor
Prof. Jean-Pierre Muzeau

Lehrstuh für Stahlbau der BTU Cottbus
Main Contractor
Prof. Harmut Pasternak

Reed-Elsevier
Publishers-Industrial sponsor
Mr. Alex Holingsworth

British Steel
Industrial sponsor
Mr. Colin Harper

Benefits of Participation

Becoming a sponsor for the Project gives the Company :

A steering role for the  Project;

Full acknowledgement in Project materials;

Incorporation of  the sponsors products in appropriate areas of the CAL material;

Ensuring that  the language of choice of the sponsor is included in the initial product release.

Presentation

A presentation describing SteelCAL in more detail is appended to this document.

A Microsoft® PowerPoint presentation is available for download from the site:

http://www.steelcal.org/DATA/Sponsors.htm 
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